
  

Service for the Burial of  the Dead 
and Holy Eucharist 

 
Damon Vincent Giovanielli 

May 8, 1943—July 6, 2025 

 

Saturday, July 26, 2025 
11 o’clock in the morning 

 
Trinity on the Hill Episcopal Church,  

Los Alamos 



2 

 

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the 
resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised.  

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

This joy, however, does not make human grief  unchristian. The very love we 
have for each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by 

death. Jesus himself  wept at the grave of  his friend. So, while we rejoice that 
one we love has entered into the nearer presence of  our Lord, we sorrow in 

sympathy with those who mourn.  
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Service for the Burial of  the Dead 
and Holy Eucharist 

 
Trinity on the Hill Episcopal Church 

 
Saturday, July 26, 2025 

11 o’clock in the morning 
 

Please note: The congregational responses are in bold, and all hymns are found in the blue  
“Hymnal 1982” in your pew racks. 

Organ Prelude 

Please stand as you are able 

Opening Hymn: “ Joyful, joyful, we adore thee”   Hymnal 376 

The Anthems: 
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself  to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 

  As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself  shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 

For none of  us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if  we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if  we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord's possession.  

Happy from now on  
are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit,  
For they rest from their labors. 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God of  grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother Damon. We thank you 
for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our earthly 
pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death 
the gate of  eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by 
your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated for the Lessons. 

A Reading from Wisdom, Chapter 3, Verses 1-5 and 9 

But the souls of  the righteous are in the hand of  God, and no torment will ever touch them. In 
the eyes of  the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster, 
and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of  
others they were punished, their hope is full of  immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they 
will receive great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of  himself. Those who 
trust in him will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and 
mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over his elect. 

Reader  The Word of  the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 23 (spoken responsively by whole verse) 

The Lord is my shepherd; * 
 I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; * 
 he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul; * 
 he leadeth me in the paths of  righteousness for his Name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of  the shadow of  death, 
I will fear no evil; * 
 for thou art with me; 
 thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of  mine enemies; * 
 thou anointest my head with oil; 
 my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  my life, * 
 and I will dwell in the house of  the Lord for ever. 
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A reading from the Book of  Romans, Chapter 8, Verses 14-19, 34-35, and 37-39 

All who are led by the Spirit of  God are children of  God. For you did not receive a spirit of  slav-
ery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of  adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of  God, and if  children, 
then heirs, heirs of  God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may 
also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of  this present time are not worth com-
paring with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of  the children of  God; Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of  God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from 
the love of  Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Reader: The Word of  the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

Sequence Hymn: “Blest are the pure in heart”   Hymnal 656 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to John, Chapter 14, Verses 1-4 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father’s house there are many rooms. If  it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? And if  I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place 
where I am going.”  

Celebrant The Gospel of  the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily The Rev. Mary Ann Hill 

The Apostles' Creed 

The Celebrant says 
In the assurance of  eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
  and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
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  and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers of  the People (please kneel as you are able) 

For our brother Damon, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I am Resurrection and I 
am Life." Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for 
Damon, and dry the tears of  those who weep. Hear us, Lord. 

You wept at the grave of  Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. Hear us, Lord. 

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. Hear us, Lord. 

You promised paradise to the thief  who repented; bring our brother to the joys of  heaven. Hear 
us, Lord. 

Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him fellowship with 
all your saints. Hear us, Lord. 

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your heavenly king-
dom. Hear us, Lord. 

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of  our brother; let our faith be our consolation, and eter-
nal life our hope. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother, Damon, who was reborn by water and the 
Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your victory over death, and be an 
occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father's love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow where 
you have led the way; and where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages 
of  ages. Amen. 

The Peace 

Leader The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

(Please exchange a greeting of  peace with those around you.) 

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Hymn: “All glory, laud, and honor” Hymnal 154 

The Great Thanksgiving  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Al-
mighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from 
the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of  everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O 
Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a 
dwelling place eternal in the heavens. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of  heaven, who for ever speak this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 

Sanctus and Benedictus 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

Please kneel or stand 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of  all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself  in obedi-
ence to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me." 

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiv-
ing. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, the holy 
food and drink of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of  your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  

People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant : The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All are invited to come forward to receive communion or a blessing. Please come forward when you are invited by 
the Usher and use both sides of  the rail. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymns (you may remain seated)  
“Glorious things of  thee are spoken” Hymnal 522 
“Lord of  all hopefulness” Hymnal 482 

Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray (Please kneel as you are able) 

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual 
food and drink of  the Body and Blood of  your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a fore-
taste of  your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in af-
fliction, and a pledge of  our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither 
sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of  joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

The Commendation 

Celebrant: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant, with your saints, 

People:  where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.  

Celebrant You only are immortal, the creator and maker of  mankind; and we are mortal, 
formed of  the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, 
saying, "You are dust, and to dust you shall return." All of  us go down to the dust; yet even at the 
grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

People:   Give rest, O Christ, to your servant, with your saints, where sorrow and pain 
  are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
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Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Damon. Acknowledge, we humbly 
beseech you, a sheep of  your own fold, a lamb of  your own flock, a sinner of  your own redeem-
ing. Receive Damon into the arms of  your mercy, into the blessed rest of  everlasting peace, and 
into the glorious company of  the saints in light. Amen. 

The Blessing 

The God of  peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 
of  the sheep, through the blood of  the eternal covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to 
do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of  God  
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of  Christ; 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Closing Hymn: “Crown him with many crowns” Hymnal 494 

Organ Postlude 

 

 

Please join Damon’s family and friends for a reception  
in Kelly Hall following the service. 
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Serving Today 

Organist 

Trumpet 

John Singleton 

Jan McDonald 

Celebrant/Homilist 

Assisting Clergy 

The Rev. Mary Ann Hill 

The Rev. Lynn Finnegan 

The Rev. Canon Raymond Raney 

The Rev. Canon Colin P. Kelly, III, Rector Emeritus 

Crucifer 

Torch Bearers 

Isabella Stephens 

Andy Light, Susan Sprake 

Lay Reader Lisa Rothrock 

Chalice Bearers Joe Cox, Andy Light, Linda Light, Susan Sprake 

Ushers Maggie Moore, Christy O’Brien 

Funeral Reception  Judy Crocker and many helpers 

Altar Guild Susannah Smith, Rozelle and Brad Wright 

Live-streaming Rick Rothrock, Nancy Coombs 

Trinity on the Hill Episcopal Church 

3900 Trinity Drive, Los Alamos, NM 87544 
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www.latoth.org 

 

The Rev. Mary Ann Hill, Rector: momaryannhill@gmail.com 

Music Director: Louisa Singleton: ljs020596@gmail.com 

Organist: John Singleton: john.singleton@physics.ox.ac.uk 

Parish Administrator: Nancy Coombs: admin@latoth.org 

Office Manager: Claire Singleton: admin@latoth.org 

Bookkeeper: Angela Keiter: bookkeeper@latoth.org 

Nursery Manager: Wendy Strain 

Sexton: Wendy Huff 
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DAMON GIOVANIELLI May 8, 1943 – July 6, 2025 

Sunday, July 6, 2025, our community lost Damon Giovanielli, a happy, loving man, who “always 
had a sparkle in his eyes” and a longing to interact with those around him. 

Damon was born in Teaneck, NJ, May 8, 1943, and stuck close to home for college, attending 
Princeton University. He went on to earn his PhD in physics from Dartmouth College and spent 
the majority of  his scientific career at Los Alamos National Laboratory. Damon loved his time at 
the lab, eventually becoming leader of  the Physics Division. 

As a member of  numerous boards and committees in Los Alamos and beyond, Damon shared his 
scientific expertise and passion. People who worked with him or for him knew he was a mentor 
above all else, motivating and elevating those around him.  

Those who knew him outside of  the lab remember Damon for his love of  little kids and his mas-
terful storytelling, which he often combined. Even as he drew in people of  all ages, he also en-
couraged them to fly – to overcome challenges and succeed in their own unique way. He men-
tored anyone of  any age.  

No one knows this more than his two daughters, Kira and Tina. Although he repeatedly credited 
his wife of  56 years, Ellie, with “doing most of  the work”, Damon was absolutely and uncondi-
tionally devoted to his family. Besides his wife and daughters, Damon leaves behind five beloved 
grandchildren, Colby, Gianna, Nico, Derek, and Lexi, as well as his brother-in-law and sister-in-
law, David and Barbara Rand. 

We mourn Damon’s passing, but we celebrate the man he was: devoted husband and father, sup-
portive colleague, and overall source of  happiness. 

Damon was a dedicated member of  Trinity on the Hill Episcopal Church in Los Alamos. A ser-
vice for him will be held there at 11:00 am, Saturday, July 26, 2025. There will also be a live stream 
link available from the church at https://www.facebook.com/TrinityOTH/. 

In lieu of  flowers, please consider a donation to Trinity on the Hill Episcopal Church  
(https://latoth.org/supportus/) or the J. Robert Oppenheimer Memorial Scholarship Fund 
(https://jromc.org/scholarships/). 

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityOTH/
https://latoth.org/supportus/
https://jromc.org/scholarships/
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