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Please stand or kneel. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand 
upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any 
other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me." Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people 
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we 
ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

The celebrant breaks the host. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the 
feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized Christians, including children, are invited to receive communion. If you wish 
to receive communion at the altar rail, please come forward at the bidding. Please follow the 
instructions for receiving communion. If you wish to remain in your pew, communion will be 
brought to you. Gluten-free wafers are available if you let us know you need one. If you 

would like to receive a blessing instead of communion, please cross your arms over your chest. 

Communion Hymn: “Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove” Hymnal 510 

Post-Communion Prayer (please stand)  

Let us pray 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: “How firm a foundation” Hymnal 636 

The Dismissal 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Thanks be 
to God. 

Organ Postlude J.S. Bach 

 

You are invited to remain seated for the Postlude or to move to Kelly Hall for  
refreshments and fellowship. 
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Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Please allow for quiet prayer before the service begins. 

THE ENTRANCE RITE 

All hymns will be found in the blue hymnal in your pew rack. 

Organ Prelude    J.S. Bach 

(Please stand as you are able) 

Processional Hymn: “Rejoice! rejoice, believers” Hymnal 68 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed be his 
kingdom, now and for ever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria Joe Cox (See Pew Insert) 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things 
that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled 
to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

The Old Testament Lesson: Genesis 15:1-6 

The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, 
I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord 
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the word 
of the LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your 
very own issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look 
toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he 
said to him, "So shall your descendants be." And he believed the LORD; and 
the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 33:12-22 Exultate, justi (read responsively by whole verse) 

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! *  
happy the people he has chosen to be his own! 

13 The LORD looks down from heaven, *  
and beholds all the people in the world. 

14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze *  
on all who dwell on the earth. 

15 He fashions all the hearts of them *  
and understands all their works. 
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16 There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; *  
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength. 

17 The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; *  
for all its strength it cannot save. 

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, *  
on those who wait upon his love, 

19 To pluck their lives from death, *  
and to feed them in time of famine. 

20 Our soul waits for the LORD; *  
he is our help and our shield. 

21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, *  
for in his holy Name we put our trust. 

22 Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, *  
as we have put our trust in you. 

The Epistle: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what 
is seen was made from things that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed 
when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living 
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even 
though he was too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and 
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of 
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." All of these 
died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they 
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they 
had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn: “How wondrous and great thy works” Hymnal 533 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 

(Please stand) The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. 
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting 
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open 
the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves 

whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his 
belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he 
comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed 
are those slaves. "But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what 
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Blessing of the Backpacks 

The Sermon: The Rev. Mary Ann Hill 

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as you are able) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,  of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son 
he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People, Form VI 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

For all people in their daily life and work; For our families, friends, and 
neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; For all who work for justice, 
freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; For the victims of hunger, fear, 
injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; For those who 
minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; For all who proclaim the 
Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and Michael our Bishop; and for all bishops and 
other ministers; For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; And praise your Name for ever and 
ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you. 

Celebrant: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 

Announcements 

Birthday and Anniversary Prayer 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servant N, as he begins another year. Grant that he may grow in wisdom and 
grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Hymn: “The God of Abraham praise” Hymnal 401 

When the gifts are presented at the altar, the congregation stands. 

Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord. And of thine own have we 
given thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and 
praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Here a proper preface is said. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus Joe Cox (See Pew Insert) 

 


